Research Project (
Your research project will consist of two main parts – the first, learning your criticism (in a group - that should help) and being quizzed on it.  The second will be a paper (done individually), a criticism of an American work(s) using your theory as the basis for your criticism.

Paper:  Individually, you will each be writing a criticism.  6-9 pages, typed, double spaced, standard margins, 12 font.  You will need a works cited page.  You must have at least 4 sources and at least 1 must be non-internet.  MLA format will be used to include parenthetical references (you must have at least 3 direct quotes in your paper).  You may not read the same work as someone who is doing the same theory (but you may read the same book as someone who has a different theory).  You can expect me to check two pages (rough draft) at a time, spaced out about every other week.  You may not turn these in late for any reason for points, but I will still check them.  When the final draft comes due, that’s it.  Even if you are not in school that day, you must make arrangements to get the paper to me that day.  No late papers will be accepted.  Printer down, nope.  Don’t expect to be able to print it out that morning in school.  Once again, no late papers will be accepted.  I will check papers for you at anytime, if you give it to me in the morning, I will have it back to you before the end of the day.  If you e-mail it to me, I will have it back to you the next day.  Have a nice day.

75 points first draft:  TBD
75 points second draft:  TBD
200 points final draft: TBD
One final note on your paper; your paper is not a history or biography of the theory, assume that your audience (me) already knows about the theory (I do).  It is a criticism, not a report on your theory, it uses your theory to criticize the work and or author. 

Theories:

Psychoanalysis

Deconstructionism

Archetype Theory

Feminism

Reader Response

What is literary criticism?

Literary criticism is the evaluation, analysis, description, or interpretation of literary works. It is usually in the form of a critical essay, but in-depth book reviews can sometimes be considered literary criticism. Criticism may examine a particular literary work, or may look at an author's writings as a whole. Finding literary criticism can be challenging.

When writing a criticism, check for: 

Credentials of the writer 

Quality of the sources--journals, books, Websites 

Opinions supported by evidence, relating to:

Characterization 

Voice 

Style 

Theme 

Setting 

Technical qualities of the writing (artistry, style, use of language) 

Interpretation 

Complex ideas and problems 

Relationship of work to the time, or social, historical, or political trends 

When writing a criticism, AVOID:

Plot summaries, SparkNotes, Pink Monkey, etc. 

Casual posts on discussion groups 

The works of other students 

Author biography 

II: Theory

Theory is the process of understanding what the nature of literature is, what functions it has, what the relation of text is to author, to reader, to language, to society, to history. It is not judgment but understanding of the frames of judgment. 

III: theory itself

Theory, however, particularly as "a theory of X," tends to operate within a frame of values and expectations itself. Full understanding requires one to think as fully as possible about the sets of expectations, assumptions and values of theory and theorizing.

http://www.kristisiegel.com/theory.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/01/
The above is a good place to start…….
